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Throughout this local resource guide you will explore the unique
area of Penn Park founded in 1940 and located at 13950 Penn St,
Whittier, CA 90602. For more history on this park, click here.

What is a map?

Maps help us in many ways. Maps are used to represent a
terrain (a stretch of land). You might have seen examples of
maps that show places in a city, state, or even county. Want to
hear more about maps? Check out this short PBS Kids video
about maps.

Creative Cartographers Ahead!

Today you will practice the same skills a cartographer (or map maker) uses
when creating a map of Penn Park. But first, if you are new to Penn Park, you may
want to first explore the different areas of the park. Penn Park includes:
playgrounds, bathrooms, large open spaces, several different walkways, picnic
areas, and waterfalls. Once you see the different spaces of the park, you can
decide the type of map you want to make.

In general, the purpose of a map is to help someone know where things are
located in relation to one another. Questions a cartographer asks herself
include: "What is the purpose of the map I am making?” and "Who will use
this map?2”

How would you answer these questions? Perhaps you want families to use your
map when they have free time in the afternoons or weekends. What sorts of areas
might families be interested in? People who want to exercise in the park might
want to know something different than families who want to use the playground
or picnic areas. Therefore, you would want your map to include different
information, such as where the paths are or how long they might be.

What are Common Parts of a Map?

Many maps include the following three elements: landmarks, a scale, and a
legend. Landmarks are recognizable (meaning most people know what it is) and
highly visible (people can see it easily) features that can help people use your
map to walk around. What do you think could be considered the landmarks of
Penn Park?2

A scale helps map users know the distance between different areas of your map;
it is a ratio of the distance on Earth to the same distance on your map. For
example, you might decide that every inch drawn on your map equals ten steps
walking in the park itself. To decide, you might want to measure some distances
in the park. How many steps does it take you to get from the main sign to the
playground? How many steps does it take you to go from one end of the parking
lot to the other (along the sidewalk)?
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Finally, a legend helps people read your map; it is a collection of symbols that
represent the different locations or objects on your map. For example, you
might want symbols like these to represent trees, the playground, and/or the
restrooms. Which symbols would you include in your legend?
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Drawing your Map! i
Below is a sketch of the outside of Penn Park. It is arranged so that
the direction "North” is pointing upward. You can use this as your Playground
template (meaning you can add your own details to the basic
outline)
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Want More Options for Exploration?
If you enjoyed this activity, and we hope you did, check out the following
extensions.

1.Consider reading Mapping My Day, written by Julie Dillemuth (for a read-

aloud by Julie herself, click here

D.Explore the world with Google Earth an interactive platform that allows you

to see different landscapes worldwide. You can even find places in Whittier
like Penn Park!

3.Check out these at-home activities related to

mapping your neighborhood provided by PBS Kids.

This activity is intended for use by adults and children who can
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sxnisk4-H58
https://earth.google.com/web/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/map-your-neighborhood

