Kaleidoscope Activity Kit
Supplementary Materials
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Materials

Empty toilet paper rolls work well for this activity.
Empty paper towel rolls work as well; these can be
cut down or kept longer.

We used foil cardstock (like this one from Michaels)
with our activity. Mylar and aluminum foil can work
as well, you just want to make sure the sheet is thick
enough (or can be attached that is) so that it can be
bent into the desired shapes.

If you do not have skewers, sticks used for
lollipops/cake pops can work as well; just make sure
that your stick is thin enough that it can be inserted
into your selected straw.

We used white printer paper. Other types of paper
(ex. construction) work as well. As cardboard rolls
vary in size, remember to measure how large your
paper disk should be before cutting. The diameter
of the cardboard tube should be one half of the
paper disk.

Any straw will work, as long as it is large enough that
the stick you have selected can be inserted into it.

Additional Design Directions
If you liked this activity, here are additional ways to make a kaleidoscope
using several of the some materials.

e DIY Kaleidoscope by sheknows.

e DIY Teleidoscope by BabbleDabbleDo.

Want to know more?

1. Here is a short (1:12) video by Assignment Discovery explaining how
kaleidoscopes work.
2. Here is a reading on kaleidoscopes by How Stuff Works.
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https://www.michaels.com/8.5x11-foil-cardstock-paper-by-recollections-25-sheets/M20004057.html?dwvar_M20004057_size=8.5%22%20x%2011%22&dwvar_M20004057_color=Holographic
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/1008403/diy-kaleidoscope-craft-for-kids/
https://babbledabbledo.com/mini-diy-kaleidoscopes-open-ended/
https://www.google.com/search?q=how+kaleidoscope+works+video&oq=how+kaleidoscope+works&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0i512j0i22i30l3j0i390l4.6274j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#kpvalbx=_xCqNYruwJqDCuvQPxviNiAM16
https://science.howstuffworks.com/kaleidoscope.htm

