Your task is to build an instrument that can make a sound!

: Step One: Get inspired!
s There are so many different ways to make music in this world! We want you to make your

« own instrument using materials you have at home. Music instruments often are one of
these three categories.

Wind Instrument Percussion String Instrument
Instrument
Instruments that have Instruments that make  Instruments that make music
wind blown through them. sound when they are hit. with strings. Strings can be

plucked (like a guitar), bowed
(like a violin), or even struck
(like a dulcimer)
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: Step Two: Choose your Materials
: Gather your materials to make an instrument!

The materials may be...

Hollow items like straws, cardboard boxes, cups ...

Stretchy items like rubber bands, string...

Items that can be shaken like rice, marbles, pebbles...

Items that can be used to hit a surface like spoons, popsicle sticks...
Items that can be used include tape. string, glue, scissors

: For inspiration click the link: Sesame Street: Making Music with Bike Instruments

This activity is intended for use by adults and children who can read and follow directions and
warnings. Adult supervision advised. © Science Circus Whittier Team, 2022


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJ1b71MvyR0
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Step Three: Designing your Instrument
Start your instrument project with a drawing of your design!

Remember, drawings are a great way to help work through your ideas.
Do not worry if you decide to change the types of materials you use

e (R as your drawing takes shape!
e Your drawing should show where the sound is made in your
instrument.

Step Four: Building your Instrument :

s With your design begin building your musical instrument. Even if
: your instrument does not work right away, keep at it!

: If you need help..

e Consider collaborating with those around you!

e Think about more or different materials you can use.

e Take a short break and give yourself time to rest and think
of new ideas!

For more inspiration click the link below:
Sesame Street: Power of Yet, Sesame Street: Word on the Street,

Sesame Street: Don't Give Up

If you liked this challenge, click the links below to find out morel!

e Play and Watch String Instrument
Vibrate (Activity)

e See Sound Waves (Activity) e Carmen's World Orchestra (Online Game)
: o Discover Pitch with Water : e The Speed of Sound Nat Geo Kids (Video) &
: Xylophone (Activity) . e Explore KidSpace Children's Museum in
E e Play yv{‘rh Piano Sound Waves E Pasadena ' E
. (Activity) . :

: Step 5: Sharing your Instrument on Instagram or email.

+ We want to see your instrument! With permission from your parent or
: guardian, share a picture of your instrument for our instagram page.

. Direct messaging or emailing an image of your challenge gives us the

s written consent to redistribute the image on our website and official
s instagram page.

: Instagram: @sciencecircuswhittier Email:sciencecircuswhittier@gmail.com

This activity is intended for use by adults and children who can read and follow directions and
warnings. Adult supervision advised. © Science Circus Whittier Team, 2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLeUvZvuvAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLeUvZvuvAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYqWJg46gUM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWp6kkz-pnQ
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/see-sound-waves
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/discover-pitch-with-a-water-xylophone
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/discover-pitch-with-a-water-xylophone
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Sound-Waves/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Strings/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Strings/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.phys.mfe.bbshapes/shapes-lab/
https://pbskids.org/luna/games/carmens-world-orchestra
https://youtu.be/NygthknRzqk
https://kidspacemuseum.org/
https://sciencecircus.whittier.domains/
mailto:sciencecircuswhittier@gmail.com

