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WHY ARE THERE SO MANY TYPES OF TREES! SCIENCE

The Arroyo Pescadero Trail is located on 7531 South Colima Road, Whittier 90605.
For a detailed trail map, you can click here. For more information about this :
trail, mcludmg people’s recent experiences and driving directions, you can click
her

As you walk along the trail, you might notice that not all the trees look the same.
Have you ever wondered why? First, let's think about how we can describe those
differences. Then we can think about what those differences might mean.

Before you explore the leaves on the trail, there is one leof type
s we need to stay away from: Poison Oak. Poison Oak can be
s found on the trail so we want to make sure we know what it
.looks like. Click here for more information on how to identify
+ Poison Oak.

+ Remember, always stay on the trail and do not pick leaves off

Eony plants during this activity. Let's leave nature the way it is so that everyone

s can enjoy it. Instead, if you want a record of your activities, you can take
. pictures, draw the leaves, or write about their features.

ACTIVITY 1: DESCRIBING LEAF SHAPES

How many different types of leaves can you find along the trail?
How would you describe them? Their sizes? Their shapes? Their colors?
Can you group the leaves by type (flat & broad, skinny & round, etc.)?

You can also use the different parts of a leaf as a way
to distinguish between them!

Here are some examples of leaf types to get you started.
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir//33.9659938,-118.0003268/@33.9688411,-117.9945064,17z/data=!4m4!4m3!1m0!1m0!3e0
https://habitatauthority.org/newsite/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/map-Arroyo-Pescadero-Arroyo-San-Miguel-2012.pdf
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/arroyo-pescadero-and-deer-loop-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/arroyo-pescadero-and-deer-loop-trail
https://www.webmd.com/allergies/ss/slideshow-poison-plants
https://www.sciencefacts.net/parts-of-a-leaf.html
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People use different ways to categorize leaves. Watch o Naturalist talk about
how leaves can help someone identify a tree using what is called a dichotomous
key (lowa PBS). How might a tree's leaves influence which animals and insects
might visit that tree?

ACTIVITY J: IDENTIFYING TREES

: We are going to focus on two types of trees with this T
s activity: Coast Live Oak and Eucalyptus. Coast Live Oaks
: are native to California, meaning they occurred naturally §
s in the area. Eucalyptus were brought to California in the
’1850’5 because people thought they would be useful for
:lumber and wind breaks (among other things). Many
: Eucalyptus were planted in this area, which ended up
s competing against native species like the Coast Live Oak.

: (For more on the history of Eucalyptus in California, visit

: KQED)

:Currently, this area is undergoing restoration, meaning
: that plants like the Eucalyptus are being removed to allow ¢
: native plants (and the native wildlife that they attract) to &
. once again thrive.

5 Coast Live Oak

Can you find examples of Eucalyptus and Coast Live Oak?
How would you describe their leaves?

+ If you liked this activity, you can look for tree types on
s different trails, parks, and even on the streets of Whittier. To &
:help you identify trees, here is a list of native trees in 3
+ Whittier. If you want to use your smartphone to identify plants, consider using ¢
s one of these: iNaturalist, or PlantSnap. Finally, test your skills! Here is o short s
:octlwty from National Geographic Kids inviting you to Name That Leaf.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBsIo5wNOt8
https://calscape.org/Quercus-agrifolia-(Coast-Live-Oak)
https://www.kqed.org/news/11644927/eucalyptus-how-californias-most-hated-tree-took-root-2
https://www.kqed.org/news/11644927/eucalyptus-how-californias-most-hated-tree-took-root-2
https://calscape.org/loc-Whittier,CA/cat-Trees/ord-popular
https://calscape.org/loc-Whittier,CA/cat-Trees/ord-popular
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fws.plantsnap2&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/nature/article/name-that-leaf

