
The StoryBook Zoo
At Parnell Park

Parnell Park is located 15390 Lambert Rd, Whittier, CA 90604. This park includes a
playground, large grassy area, a basketball court, a baseball field and The Storybook
Zoo. This Zoo has a wide array of animals including chickens, goats, turkeys, pigs, a
donkey, geese, turtles, pigeons, miniature horses, and alpacas.

Hours of Operation: Daily 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m (Closed Thursday)
To learn more clink the link: Parnell Park Storybook Zoo

Remember: When visiting this (or any) zoo, please be respectful to the farm animals and
follow park rules.

Activity #1:
In this activity we want you to di�erentiate roosters from hens. Roosters are male
chickens and hens are female chickens. Both roosters and hens make crow or clucking
sounds. But here are some ways to tell roosters and hens apart:

● Roosters:
○ have a much larger comb (the red part on top of their

head)
○ have a larger wattle (red piece hanging from their

chin).
○ have brighter colored feathers and may have

iridescent feathers.
● Hens

○ are smaller in size
○ usually have brown feathers, and are - in general -

less colorful roosters

Activity #2:
Taxonomy is the science of naming, describing, and grouping living things (like the farm
animals at Storybook Zoo). At the Storybook Zoo we want you to categorize animals in
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terms of their characteristics (i.e. how they look or act). As you want through the zoo,
compare the various farm animals you see. For example, you could list:

● the animals that have 2 feet and all those that have 4 feet.
● the animals that have fur and those that have feathers.

How many animals were listed in each category? Were the same animals always grouped
together?
Once you’ve compared animals based on our categories, how else could you group
animals? Those that move quickly vs. slowly? Those that have hooves vs. those that do
not?

~Fun Science Facts About the Storybook Zoo Farm Animals~
● Miniature Horses live up to 35 years and are used as therapy animals.
● Pigs’ snouts have cartilage at the end (like our ears).
● Alpacas: live up to 20 years and are herbivores (they only eat vegetation).
● Goats’ pupils (the center part of the eye) are shaped like a rectangle.
● Chickens have a “pecking order” which means they have social structures and know

who is a leader.

Activity #3:
After visiting Storybook Zoo, we want you to research one of your favorite farm animals.
You can research this farm animal by checking out a book about it from a local library, or
watching a video online, with adult permission. If you're interested in learning more about
farm animals here is a great set of books to get started!
Amazon Best Sellers: Best Children's Farm Animal Books
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