Ornithology: The Study of Birds

Heritage Park is located 12100 Mora Dr, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 on six acres
of land. The interactive park has a small historical Carriage Barn museum, a
greenhouse, fountains, a train exhibit & aviary. The aviary was added to
Heritage Park in 1969. To learn more click the link: Heritage Park.

What is ornithology?
Ornithology is the study of birds (a person who studies
birds is called an ornithologist). There is so much to
learn about birds, including how they behave, what they
eat, where they live, how they move, and what makes each
species of bird unique. Since birds can be found all over
the world, and so many people love to study them (as
part of their job and as a hobby), there are many
organizations focused on birds: American Ornithological
Society, California Audubon Society, and Western Field
Ornithologists.

Categorizing Birds
Even though there are MANY di erent species (types) of birds found around the
world, all birds do have some things in common, like having feathers (though not
all birds can ﬂy). For a brief introduction to birds, you can watch this short
National Geographic Kids video.
Since there are so many di erent bird species, it is useful to be able to group
them. Birds can be grouped in many ways. For example we can group birds by
where they spend their time/hunt: aquatic (water) birds vs. land birds. We could
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also group birds by what they eat: meat (like an owl) or both plants and meat
(like a duck). Size is another way to group birds, since there is such a range from a hummingbird to an ostrich! How would you categorize the birds you see
at Heritage Park?
Ornithologists formally classify bird species. You can explore the taxonomic
classiﬁcation of birds using the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

A Bird’s Role in the Ecosystem
Birds play several important roles within an
ecosystem. Many birds are omnivores, which means
they eat plants (i.e. seeds, fruit) and meat (namely,
insects, rodents, and reptiles).
Due to their diet, birds are often viewed as a form of
pest control, helping manage rodent and insect
populations. Additionally, birds disperse (or carry
away) seeds as they travel, which helps new
generations of plants grow. Some birds (like hummingbirds) can serve as
pollinators, transferring pollen between plants. Other birds (like crows) are
scavengers, which means they eat the ﬂesh of dead organisms (carrion).

Can you think of additional ways that birds interact with an ecosystem?

Four Fun Facts About our feathered friends
(1) The Ostrich is the largest bird in the world. It also lays the
largest eggs! (2) The chicken is the most common species of
bird found in the world. (3) Hummingbirds can ﬂy backwards.
(4) Homing pigeons were used for thousands of years to carry
messages because of their strong sense of direction!

For More Feathered Fun
Check out the resources for kids page of the California
Audubon Society: Kids Resources from CA Audubon Society
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